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plished  are enrolled among the benefactors of their nation.

The Book of Beauties opens with a few lines praising
God who has given such beauty to humanity, and calling
attention to the marvellous diversity in creation through
which no two individuals are exactly alike. This is followed
by a short prayer for the prosperity of Sultan Selim, after
which Fazil goes on to tell how he came to write the book.
A few sentences (afterwards to be expanded in Love's Register)
inform us that while still young he was cast by the sling
of Fate from land to land, and that wherever he has gone
he has been the slave of Love, so that his heart has come
to be like a seal-engraver's register for the number of beauties
names that are stamped on it.l This introduces us to the
poet's flame for the time being, who is represented as praying
the author to write a book describing from his vast experience
the peculiarities of the youths belonging to different peoples,
a request to which a favourable answer is at once returned.
This incident is almost certainly fictitious, for apart from
the extreme unlikelihood of a person such as is described
desiring a book of the kind, in a few verses at the close
of the volume Fazil presents it as an offering to the states-
man Ratib Efendi. But the invention of such stories to
account for the genesis of a book was a very venerable
tradition, and here at any rate Fazil seems to have approved
of the conventional usage.

The author then goes on to tell us how admirably fitted
he is to undertake such a work, alike through his studies
and his experience. The book, he says, is written throughout
in simple language so that the lad, for whom he professes
to have written, may easily understand it; it is moreover

1 It is usual foi a seal-engraver to keep a register of impiessions of all
the seals he cuts, the seal bears the name of the owner, and its impression
used to serve as bignatuic.